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THE MARSHALL HOUSE, MRS. ROBERT LOW BACON'S HISTORIC RESIDENCE at 1801 
F Street, N. W., one block from the White House in Washington, D. C., is to 
be bequeathed to the National Trust. The announcement was made by David E. 
Finley, chairman of the Board of Trustees,during the fifteenth annual meet- 
ing of the membership held October 13 in New York City. 


Mrs. Bacon, of New York and Washington, offered the notable four-story 
house to be made available upon her death, "as a historic place." She 
stated further that she would bequeath with it "the furniture necessary to 
preserve the character of the main floor of the house. The other parts of 
the house and its dependencies will be available for other uses by the 
National Trust and it is my hope that they will be thus used indefinitely." 
In accepting the property, the Trust agreed to administer it as a historic 
place "in fulfillment of our-statutory purposes." 


While maintaining portions of the early Federal-period house and its 
garden as a historic house by terms of the bequest, the Trust would be per- 
mitted to use the remaining area for headquarters for its Washington staff. 


John Marshall, who served as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
U. S. from 1801 to 1835, lived in the| house at 1801 F Street between 1831 
and 1833, along with five other justices, and as a "paying guest" of its 
owner, Tench Ringgold, U. S. Marshall of the District of Columbia. Through- 
out its history the house was associated with prominent members of the 
judiciary and figures notable in political and diplomatic circles. 


From 1896-1910, the house was the residence of Chief Justice Melville 

W. Fuller, and following his death it became the residence of the Countess 

of Yarmouth. It was purchased in 1925 by Congressman Robert Low Bacon of 

New York, and he lived there until his death in 1938. The house contains a 

notable collection of furnishings that reflect the taste and travels of its 
owner, Mrs. Bacon. ARCHIVES 
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1961 BUSINESS SESSION OF THE ANNUAL MEETING was conducted by David E. 
Finley on on October 13 in New York City. Mr. Finley's report to the member- 
ship, in addition to announcing the bequest of the Marshall House, included 
a report on the properties administered by the National Trust -- Woodlawn 
Plantation, Casa Amesti, Woodrow Wilson House, Decatur House, and The Shad- 
ows. He also gave a resume of the activities of the National Trust's five 
departments -- Administration and Finance, Education, Properties, Informa- 


tion, and Development. 


New by-laws were adopted after voting an amendment, changing one word 
in Article XVI from "the" members to "all'' members. The article now reads: 


"Upon recommendation of the Board of Trustees, or upon the written 
proposal of 25 members of the National Trust, addressed to the National 
Trust at its principal office, these By-Laws may be amended by an affirma- 
tive vote of not less than 26 members of the National Trust present in per- 
son or by proxy at any annual or special meeting, provided that notice of 
any proposed amendment shall have been communicated in writing to all mem- 
bers at least 30 days in advance of such meeting." 


Adoption of the by-laws had been delayed at the 1960 annual meeting 
to afford additional study and to allow members to submit additional sug- 
gestions for revisions. Motion for their adoption at New York was made by 
Henry Clay Hofheimer, National Trust trustee. Members of the By-Laws Com- 
mittee were John Walker, III; Edward Burling, Jr.; David E. Finley and 
Robert R. Garvey,Jr., ex-officio; and Dr. Christopher Crittenden, chairman. 


Elected to the Board of Trustees for the next five-year term were Mrs. 
William Slater Allen of Providence, R. I.; Ralph P. Hanes, Winston-Salem, 
N. C.; Carlisle H. Humelsine, Williamsburg, Va.; Mrs. Hermann G. Place, New 
York City and Millbrook, L.I.,N.Y.; Charles van Ravenswaay, St. Louis, Mo. 
The report was presented by John Clifford Folger, chairman, for the Nomi- 
nating Committee on which Miss Alice Winchester and Bertran K. Little also 
served, 


The Nominating Committee proposed for 1962 was reported as H.Alexander 
Smith, Washington, D. C., chairman; Mrs. Ernest L. Ives, Bloomington, I1l., 
and Mrs. Richard B. Wigglesworth, Manchester, Mass. This committee was con- 


firmed. 


"Go West" - in '62, to San Francisco, is the invitation which the Nat- 
ional Trust is issuing to its members for the meeting to be held October 4, 
5 and 6, with headquarters at the St. Francis Hotel. 


A resolution on Hamilton Grange was introduced by Miss Dorothy Horton 
McGee and seconded by Mrs. W. Randolph Burgess. Three bills, H. J. Res. 85, 
145 and 147, were introduced in the last Congress, designed to place The 
Grange under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service as a national 
historic memorial. Members and member organizations may write their repre- 
sentatives in Congress urging that legislation for The Grange be passed. 
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JOHN MARSHALL HOUSE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


PUBLICATION OF MY DEAREST POLLY:Letters of Chief Justice John Marshall 
to his Wife, with . Their Background, Political | and Domestic, 1779-1831, was 
announced simultaneously with the bequest of the e Marshall House to the Na- 
tional Trust. Before serving for 35 years as Chief Justice of the United 
States, Marshall had been President Adams' Minister to France, a member of 
the United States House of Representatives and Secretary of State. The book 
was written by Frances Norton Mason, wife of Dr. H. Norton Mason, a direct 
descendant of John Marshall. (Garrett & Massie, Richmond,Va.,384 pp. $5.00) 


HENRY HOPE REED, JR., architectural historian who directs the walking 
tours of the Museum of the City of New York, received a citation from Mayor 
Wagner at the Museum's reception on Oct.14 for annual meeting participants. 
On Sunday, Mr. Reed lead the Manhattan Island Tour to Gracie Mansion, Abi- 
gail Adams Smith House, New York City Hall, and the Union and University 
Clubs. His notes prepared for those taking the Gardener's Choice, Three 
Mansions and Manhattan Island tours were misplaced just prior to departure. 
These notes have been located and are now at National Trust headquarters, 
available upon request. 


ANTIQUES MAGAZINE, in honor of the National Trust's meeting in New 
York, devoted its October issue to evidences of the city's historic past 
which are preserved. Copies of this issue are available at $1.00 each, 
from Antiques Magazine, 601 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE ORIGINAL BUILDING OF COOPER UNION as a historic 
landmark was an additional feature at the Oct. 13 preview of the National 
Trust's traveling exhibit, "Preservation: the Heritage of Progress." The 
building,opened in 1859,was characterized as "a national symbol of liberty, 
of free speech and of free assembly" by Ronald F. Lee, regional director of 
the National Park Service and secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Na- 
tional Trust.In presenting the NPS certificate of registry, Mr. Lee stated, 
"Within this unusual building Cooper pioneered a remarkable new concept of 
education: a free school to improve and educate the working classes of the 
City of New York. It was the most significant early example of private sup- 
port of free public education, and lead the way for many others." 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF ARTS reports that the National Trust's exhibit 
"Preservation: the Heritage of Progress" is "enjoying a great demand and 
there are no more open exhibition periods on its itinerary."' On November 17 
it will leave New York City and "take to the road." Its circuit includes 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, Savannah (Dec. 1-22); J. B. Speed Art Muse- 
um, Louisville (Jan. 5-26); Department of Architecture, University of Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia (Feb. 8-28); American Institute of Architects, Wash- 
ington, D.C. (March 14-April 4); Public Library of Newark (April 17-May 8); 
Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, Cincinnati (May 20-June 30); 
Old Santa Fe Association, N. M. (Aug. 10-30); School of Architecture, Ari- 
zona State University, Tempe (Sept. 13-Oct. 4); Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha 
(Oct. 18-Nov. 8) and Allentown Art Museum, Pa. (Nov. 22-Dec. 13). 


SHADOWS-ON-THE-TECHE WAS TO THE ON 28 
National Trust after more than a year was spent in restoring the mansion, 
gardens and furnishings. The dedication was one feature of a day-long pro- 
gram, third in a series of preservation conferences held at the historic 
Louisiana showplace.It was attended by 301 persons - members of the family, 
donors to The Shadows gift fund and members of Louisiana preservation or- 
ganizations. The Shadows was visited by approximately 3000 New Iberians as 
guests of the Trust the following day. 

The National Trust was the principal legatee of the estate of Weeks 
Hall who died on June 27, 1958, leaving the mansion, with the accumulated 
furniture, portraits, libraries, silver and mementoes of five generations, 
to the National Trust for the benefit of the public. In the final settle- 
ment, the estate was valued at $342,111, of which $173,171 was the value 
placed on the mansion and contents. Income from the endowment of $138,000 
is being devoted entirely to maintenance, the National Trust having borrow- 
ed funds locally to underwrite the architectural restoration. 

A $3700 gift fund was contributed to the restoration funds by friends 
of the late Weeks Hall. The National Society of Interior Decorators, and 
its cooperating firms, contributed paint,fabrics and material for restoring 
the interior. These were chosen by Robert Stewart, director of the depart- 
ment of properties, on the basis of old family records in Louisiana State 
University Archives, and by study of old paint remaining on interior walls. 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation is actively seeking new members. Mail 
or give this to a friend. Memberships available: Individual—Associate (Student, 
Teacher, Professional) $5 Active $10 Contributing $25 Sustaining $100 Life $1000; 
Organization—Active $25 Contributing $50 Sustaining $100; Corporation—$100 and up. 
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